are not read for school.
Turner 1999). They read e-mails, text messages, and endless web sites. They read manga, vampire nov els, graphic novels, romance novels, comic books, "Harry Potter," and dystopian fiction. They read fantasy, sci-fi, steam punk, and sports stories. They read informational texts they're interested in, from skateboarding to animals.
Why are none of these texts assigned in school? Schools should challenge students to read outside their comfort zones and more complex texts, but we can teach literacy skills from books and other texts that students are interested in reading.
ARTICLE AT A GLANCE
The reading assigned to students today is almost identical to what students were assigned a generation ago. This is true not only for Eng lish classes, which see the same classic titles that earlier students avoided, but also for science, social studies, and other classes. The result? Students are turned off to reading.
When they are outside of school, young people read a wide variety of texts in many different media. But none of these texts are assigned in schools. When schools deny students access to so many kinds of texts, they impose a form of censorship and constrain students' op portunities to learn.
If we want students to become lifelong readers, they must be sur rounded with high-quality books they want to read. Schools should assign readings from magazines, graphic novels, newspapers, songs, and other forms of text. When schools broaden the types of reading they assign, they will bring immediacy and spontaneity to students By far, most of the books mentioned by my class and by the students I interviewed are about adult characters. Donald Gallo (2001) argues that schools perpetuate an "aliterate" society and turn kids off to reading when they force students to read "classics" about adults, rather than stories about people their own age confronting issues they're actually dealing with. When I read The Scarlet Letter, I really liked it, but I was 32 at the time.
This is not to say that every "classic" should be eliminated, especially in the later high school years. Of course, some of these texts are too difficult for students to read on their own. However, when the teacher uses "shared reading" ? reading aloud while students follow along in their own copies ? an endless stream of texts and ideas are opened for students.
They're immersed in a richer vocabu lary and see a model of good reading and thinking, all of which will help im mensely with standardized testing. Children's and Young Adult Liter ature. While kids drudge through their assigned books, the books they really want to read are ignored. If we want students who are readers, not just stu dents who can read, we must surround them with high-quality books they want to read. And these books should not be just for independent reading. They should be assigned and taught.
Do you really want to get students reading? As Magazines. We all know National Geographic, Newsweek, and Time, and most of us know the pub lications designed specifically for schools: Upfront, The Weekly Reader, and Junior Scholastic. All of these have good articles, but they just begin to tap the vast collection of periodicals students could be reading, such as Orion, Good, Wired, Seed, Harpers, The At lantic, In Character, Boston Review, The New York Times Magazine, Smithsonian, Utne Reader, Discover, and The New Yorker. There also are hundreds of in dependently published "zines," as well as magazines written for children and young adults, such as Ask (on art and science), New Moon Girls (edited by girls), and Muse (which has the tagline, "The Mag azine of Life, the Universe, and Pie Throwing").
Literary Magazines.
If we want students to be good writers, then why aren't they reading literary magazines, which contain some of the best current writing available? Such publications as Ploughshares, Kenyon Review, Glimmer Train, Antioch Review, Granta, and dozens of others (print and online) con tain some of the most innovative fiction, nonfiction, and poetry in the country. understand that what students read in school has profound, lifelong effects, both good and bad. The world is brimming with marvelous writing. It's time to bring it to our students.
